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V.— A NEW RHODIAN INSCRIPTION. 

An inscribed vase purchased in 1906 by the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York contributes some information to 
our knowledge of the pottery of Rhodes by identifying as 
Rhodian a group of small vessels which have been found from 
time to time in Rhodes and are located now in several museums. 1 

The specimen in New York was procured from a dealer in 
antiquities who is a native of Rhodes, and his other wares are 
said to have been all of Rhodian origin, so it is safe to accept his 
word that the present vase was found in that island. The vessel 
is 11.25 cm * high with a circumference around the shoulder under 
the handles of 38.25 cm. The clay is rather fine and of a pale 
buff color. There is no painted slip, but the bands that surround 
the vessel and the inscriptions on the shoulder are painted with 
a brown varnish. The lip and the foot also are varnished. 
Under the inscriptions a wave line is drawn entirely around the 
body of the vase and under this in turn are two parallel bands 
with short projecting lines like teeth set closely together. It is 
probable that the vase originally had a cover which has not been 
preserved. 

As this description indicates the present vase belongs to a 
group that is represented by thirteen examples in the Berlin 
Museum. These " Deckelgefasse " were discovered in Rhodes, 
chiefly in graves near Siana, but at least one is reported from 
Kamiros; they are published in the Arch. Jahrb. I (1886), 
p. 152. They vary in size, but their shape is uniform and 
differences in decoration occur only in details; all have the 
same general scheme of bands in brown varnish around the neck 
and body, with a varnished lip and foot. The shoulder is 
frequently decorated with triangles which in our specimen are 
replaced by the inscriptions. Inventory numbers 2971 and 2973 
of Berlin are most similar to our vase in size, decoration and 

1 For permission to publish this vase I am indebted to the kindness of Dr. 
Edward Robinson, Assistant Director of the Metropolitan Museum. 
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general appearance ; no. 2973 shows the line with projecting 
dashes, poorly executed, and on another larger specimen in 
Berlin the wave line occurs around the body. In view of this 
close similarity the date of our vase may be fixed as approxi- 
mately the same as that of this group, which it is stated (1. c.) on 
proof derived from the circumstances and conditions of dis- 
covery belong to the end of the fifth and the beginning of the 
fourth century. 

The Museum of Fine Arts in Boston possesses another member 
of this group which is also reported to be from Rhodes, see the 
Annual Report, 1903, p. 82. 1 

Although the clay resembles closely that of the Kabirian ware it 
has seemed incredible that such cheap common vessels could have 
been exported from Boeotia to any considerable degree. The in- 
scription on our specimen supports the view that the group is of 
local Rhodian manufacture. On one side is found the irregular 
iambic trimeter KaWlorra yas d Bpaaia cos ifiiv Sokci, the Brasian region 
is the fairest in the land in my opinion, and on the other appear 

the names of four deities A€vs t 'Ep/xa?, *Apra/iiff, J A3avaia. 

Unmetrical verses in inscriptions are of frequent occurrence as 
is shown by F. D. Allen in Papers of the American School at 
Athens IV, pp. 45 ff. (cf. J. C. Rolfe in Harvard Studies II, p. 90). 
It is possible that here as in several instances cited by Allen a 
new name has been set forcibly into a typical verse, thus disar- 
ranging the metre. 

The dialect plainly is Dorian. The characteristic long alpha 
appears throughout, and the use of iplv for ifioi is found only in 
writers of Doric (cf. Ahrens, De Dialecto Dorica, p. 251). So 
for example it appears in Epicharmos, fr. 94 and 95 (Ahrens), 
and often in Theokritos ; Epicharmos, in fact, employs it in fr. 99 
in the same phrase as that which is found on our vase, x a pl €V > & s 
y €fi\p do<€l (Meineke), as does Theokritos with the omission of 
w? in XI 2 and XIV 7. The shapes of the letters can be par- 
alleled without difficulty among the Rhodian inscriptions. For 
the purpose of comparison reference may be made to I. G. XII 

*Dr. D. M. Robinson of Johns Hopkins University informs me that in the 
archaeological collection of that University there is a similar vase that was 
found at Akragas (Girgenti), a city that was colonized from Gela, a colony of 
Rhodes. Gela itself is the provenience of another specimen of the same 
group that is now in the National Museum at Palermo, and the Hofmuseum 
at Vienna has in its Rhodian collection still another example. 
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i, 720 and 887, of which the latter shows an omega of similar 
shape to that of our inscription in connection with regular Doric 
forms. Such combination of Doric and Ionic elements is charac- 
teristic of Rhodian inscriptions, as is natural in view of the 
proximity of the island to Ionia, and the strength of the Doric 
cities that must have opposed the Ionic movement. The branch 
of the Dorian race to which the Rhodian colonists belonged is 
known to be Argive on both mythological and historical evidence, 
whatever view may be taken of the place of manufacture of the 
famous Euphorbos plate with the Argive inscription. 1 

The name Bpaa-U (Bpao-io?) occurs several times in the Rhodian 
inscriptions. It is added to an individual's name as a demotikon 
like 'iaXvCTio?, Alvdtos, etc., and in such a use it is found attached to 
the names of two commissioners in a long list appointed by the 
Lindians, I. G. XII 1, 761 (cf. 764). This would indicate then 
that the Brasian was a man from Brasos, a town and district under 
the jurisdiction of Lindos. In fact this is actually stated in an 
inscription dating from the first century B. c, which was found 
at Lindos by the Danish excavators and is published in their 
third report, Bulletin de TAcad6mie Royale des Sciences et des 
Lettres, Danemark, 1905, pp. 55 rT. This enumerates in two 
different places the twelve " demes in the Lindian city", and in 
each list the Brasian occupies the second place. It may be that 
at one time or another this number was supplemented by the 
acquisition of further territory, as van Gelder (op. cit., pp. 2156°.) 
thinks it most probable on inscriptional evidence that several 
other demes, including those on the neighboring islands of 
Karpathos and Kasos, were also under the suzerainty of Lindos, 
but in general they seem to have comprehended the whole 
southern portion of the island of Rhodes. Some of these places 
can be identified by the similarity of the name which they bear 
to-day, and indeed it is on this very ground that Hiller von 
Gaertringen (I. G. XII 1, p. 112) argues for the location that he 
has assigned to Brasos. On the basis of the modern name he 
places the site in the extreme southern end of the island on a 
little projection of land called Upaa-ovrja-i, and with this opinion 
van Gelder (op. cit, p. 213) concurs. Selivanov, however 
(I. G. XII 1, p. 112), locates it in the western part because a 

1 Duemmler, Arch. Jahrb. VI, 1891, p. 265 ; Roberts, Introduction to Greek 
Epigraphy, pp. 158 f.; van Gelder, Geschichte der alten Rhodier, pp. 32 and 63. 
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sepulchral inscription with the name BpavLa was found near 
Istrion, I. G. XII 1, 894. Also the inscription of a Brasian man 
(ibid. 749) was found in the same region, near Siana, which was 
the site of the discovery of most of the vases composing the 
group in Berlin to which our example belongs. But other in- 
scriptions with this word have appeared in the region of Rhodos 
in the northern part of the island, so that it seems impossible to 
form any conclusion from the places of discovery in the different 
cases, and the location of Brasos remains still undetermined. 

The form of the feminine adjective suggests that some such 
word as y?j or x^P a is to be understood. Indeed, the use of an 
adjective for a country's name, with yr\ or x<»p<* omitted, is common 
in the literature; e. g., Aristoph., Vesp. 1162, Pax 245, 17 Aaxwi/i^. 
But as in I. G. XII 1, 762 A 19 and 840, 9, as well as in the 
inscription in the Danish report cited above, we find the peri- 
phrasis Aivdia noXis for Aiv&oe. It is barely possible that noUs may 
be meant. A parallel to the use of the genitive yys in our verse is 
found in Eurip., Elek. 1 , 2> yrjs ira\ai6p"Apyos. The exaggerated ex- 
pression of local patriotism has a parallel in I. G. XII 1, 787, where 
the Lindians refer to Rhodes as rj XapnpoTdrr} narpU f) koXtj f Po'8or. 

The inscription on the other side of the vase consists of the 
names of four deities who were selected presumably on account 
of some connection with Brasos. In I. G. XII i, 786 is given a 
list of deities worshipped by the various cities of Rhodes, and 
assigned to Lindos are Athena, Zeus and Artamis with another 
whose name is not decipherable (cf. ib. 831). Again in the 
Kamiros list occur those same three with an undecipherable 
fourth, but the letters recorded, on which we must rely as the 
inscription itself has disappeared, do not suggest remotely the 
word Hermes, who is not mentioned in the Rhodian corpus apart 
from two rhythmical inscriptions, 141 and 981. We know, how- 
ever, from other sources that he was " worshipped in Rhodes as 
Epipolaeos (Empolaeos), protector of trades, and as Chthonios, 
guide of the dead." (C. Torr, Rhodes in Ancient Times, p. 76). 1 
Reference is often made to the gods in pairs or groups of three, 
the combination of Athena and Zeus, of Apollo and Artemis 
being most frequent, so that the presence of the names in our 
example would be quite in accord with its possible provenience 
from the district of Lindos. 

1 This subject is fully treated by van Gelder, op. cit., pp. 321 f. 
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The form of the word Aevs demands special attention. It is 
attested as Boeotian and Laconian by several Greek grammarians, 
Herodianos I 400, II 373, 911 (Lentz), Choeroboskos (Hilgard, 
Gram. Graec. IV 213), Anec. Ox. IV 325, and others (cf. Her- 
werden, Lex. Dial. s. v.), but actually it appears in Laconian only 
in a single early inscription, G. D. I. 4417, and in Boeotian only 
in Aristophanes' Ach. 911 (MS. Rav.). 1 The difficulty in inter- 
preting as this the words A/3evs and Zfevs on the amphorae in 
Berlin and Paris has been pointed out by Kretschmer (Vas. ins., 
p. 103). The nominative of this word does not happen to occur 
in the extant Boeotian inscriptions before Roman times, but their 
evidence for the spirantic pronunciation of delta is familiar. How 
widespread such pronunciation was in the fifth and fourth cen- 
turies is not known. Meister (Abhand. d. Phil.-Hist. Kl. d. K. 
Sachs. Gesellsch. d. Wissensch. XXIV, pt. 3, 1904, pp. 1 ff.) 
makes it one of the criteria by which the true Dorian dialect may 
be distinguished from the Achaean, and shows that it was used 
by the unmixed Dorian stock in Sparta (1. c, p. 35), in the Argive 
plain (p. 58), and in a limited region of central Crete, including 
Gortyna and Knosos (pp. 80 ff.). Its existence in Rhodes had 
already been indicated by the form of the word rdf written for 
rod* that is found in an inscription, I. G. XII 1, 737, assigned by 
Selivanov to the end of the seventh century (Athen. Mitth. XVI, 
1891, p. 118). The explanation of the reason for the appearance 
of this phenomenon in Rhodes is open to conjecture. It is possi- 
ble to cite the legend of Spartan colonization of the island (see 
van Gelder, op. cit., p. 32), and to point to the identity of the 
name of our town Bpavos with that of the Laconian town BpaoW 
(npao-iai); cf. Fick, Vorgriech. Ortsnam., pp. 91 and 114. But 
there is also a tradition that Argive colonists from Crete settled 
in Rhodes and in support of this are cited many proofs of a close 
relationship existing between these two islands in early times. 
Although this theory is opposed by van Gelder (op. cit., p. 29), 
it is worthy of notice that the inscription cited above from the 
Rhodian corpus (737) to show the interchange of zeta and delta 

1 Long search has failed to discover the presumably Boeotian sherd from 
the " Perserschutt" on which this form is found according to Kretschmer, 
Vaseninschriften, p. 230. Dr. Stais declares that it is not among the other 
sherds in the Athenian Museum, and Prof. Graef writes me that he can find 
no record of it in his notes on these sherds. 
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contains the Cretan name Idameneus, and that Strabo, p. 478 
(10, 4, 12), states that there were Updaioi in Crete neighbors of 
the Gortynians. But whether the colonists came to the island 
from Argos direct, or after a sojourn in Crete, the evidence for 
Argive colonization of Rhodes is overwhelming, and it seems 
very probable that our inscription exhibits in the form under 
discussion a survival of the spirantic pronunciation of delta in 
Argive Doric. 

T. Leslie Shear. 

Barnard College. 



